[Epidemiologic aspects of terminal chronic kidney failure and its therapeutic modalities].
France occupies second position among industrial countries for the number of patients with chronic renal failure. The incidence of chronic renal failure is 61 per million of inhabitants, and increases by 10 to 20% each year. One third of patients with CRF are renal transplant recipients, while 6% of the remaining patients are treated by chronic ambulatory peritoneal dialysis, 6% by domiciliary haemodialysis and 57% by haemodialysis in a dialysis centre or autodialysis. The mean age of management of patients with end-stage chronic renal failure is 59 years. The role of glomerulonephritis and chronic pyelonephritis appears to be decreasing, but the incidence of diabetic nephropathy has doubled over the last decade. The mean age of transplant recipients is 45 years. The number of transplantations has regularly decreased over several years due to the lack of organs. Chronic renal failure patients essentially die from cardiovascular causes, and the frequency of malignant disease responsible for death is estimated to be 10%.